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Debut collection of short stories by indie Australian author 
Morgan Bell. A cross-section between dreams and reality. An 
examination of the horrors of life, with plenty of peering, in the 
form of vignettes, micro fiction, flash fiction, and short stories.  

Themes include fear, time, aging, anxiety, and jealousy.  
 
This collection of fifteen stories contains bizarre medical 
conditions, industrious creatures, conniving cops, killers, dead 
bodies, a rescue mission, homoeroticism, nonchalant students, a 
secret garden, and the road to hell. 

Paperback, 68 Pages; Kindle Edition length, 48 Pages 
(estimated); published by Morgan Bell. 
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Reviews Excerpts 

 
" There is the authorial refusal to gratify the reader's expectations, a 
constant urge to transcend banality at the same time as studying it and 
the pathos of comedy and poignancy finding expression in identical and 
excruciating moments. Unaffected, without warning, Bell's narratives 
produce a discomforting aesthetic, taking hold of the awkward and 
suspending that tender unease for as long as the prose can cope ."  

(R. B. Fortune-Wood)  

 

"This collection leaves one salivating for more. Some character sketches, 
some longer pieces, all varied and arresting. Meticulous writing turns the 
reader’s thoughts down paths they would never have known existed."  

(Vesna McMaster) 

 

"Bell uses a distinctive narrative tone, strong dialogue and vivid imagery 
to paint each story with a fine tipped brush. Overall, this was quite an 
engaging bite-sized treat and was well worth the read." 

(R. Coker) 

 

"Rarely is an author able to so clearly capture and convey emotions and 
small slices of life in so few words, with the economy of a poet."  
(Erica Lovett) 

 
"Similar in tone to Franny and Zooey, and other Salinger works. Very 
classic sensibility, with lots of quotable lines." 
(Maxine Renn) 

 

"The book ends with two short stories that wouldn't look out of place in a 
Stephen King collection" 

(Michael - Goodreads) 

 

 

“Her eyes were itching and beginning to water, she 
pawed at them with the backs of her hands until they 
went red. A mosquito buzzed in her ear, she trod on a 
bee, and a single line of tiny black ants curled up around 
her flamingo shin. She began limping, her foot swollen, 
shaking the other leg like a cat who had stepped on 
sticky tape.” (Tiptoe Through The Tulips) 
 
“The tune was the call of his love, a tune only he and she 
knew. But it was different, peppered with some 
menacing mannerist malice. Constable Skillion 
swaggered out from the scrub with a shovel slung over 
his shoulder, tobacco smoke unfurling. He spied Telfer 
lingering over the dirt mound and stopped his whistling. 
Telfer snapped to face the silence.” (Telfer Speck) 

Bell’s short story "It Had To Be Done" was first published 
in the Newcastle Writers Group Anthology 2012, and 
her short story "Midnight Daisy" was published by 
YWCA Newcastle in 2013 as part of the She: True 
Stories project, with live readings on ABC 1233 in 
February 2014 and Newcastle Writers Festival in April 
2014.  

Bell contributed a short story to the 2014 Hunter 
Speculative Fiction Anthology called “The Switch” which 
is based on Germanic folklore. It is due to be published 
in May 2014 alongside award-winning authors such as 
Margo Lanagan and Kirstyn McDermott.  

In March 2014 Bell's short story "Don't Pay The 
Ferryman", an anti-travel piece, was shortlisted for the 
Hunter Writer's Centre Travel Writing Prize 2014.  
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